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PREF ACE 


Part of our mandate at the Public Archives includes the custody of those 
federal government records considered worthy of permanent preservation for study 
and research. This present series of preliminary inventories is being published by the 
Public Records Division to inform researchers and the general public of the rapidly 
growing extent and increasing variety of such records. 


These inventories are termed "preliminary" because not all the material in 
them is at present adequately organized and listed and will therefore be subject to 
revision from time to time. 


Each inventory describes one or more record groups. The term "record group" 
(RG) is used here exclusively to refer to federal government records in the Public 
Archives of Canada. It can be most easily defined as any body of records of the 
federal government of Canada or its predecessors that are organizationally or 
functionally related by administrative continuity. In practical terms this usually 
means that a separate record group is created for each department, branch, or 
agency that maintained at any point during its existence a separate and self- 
contained registry system. The inventory for each record group will contain: 


1) abrief administrative outline of the creating government body or 
bodies; 

2) anote on access regulations; 

3) suggestions for citation of the records; 

4) aseries by series description of the records themselves. 


The records will be organized in a manner that most nearly reflects the evolving 
administrative structure of the creating department, branch, or agency. 


During the period 1951 to 1967 a number of Preliminary Inventories for 
record groups were published. This new series will supersede the older publications. 
In some cases we shall reorganize the whole record group. Others will retain their 
original format but have numerous additions incorporated into them. Most of the 
inventories appearing in this new publication program, however, have never appeared 
in print before. By frequently up-dating the inventories of those groups that receive 
large influxes of new material we will be able to keep the public aware of the 
expanding scope and diversity of our holdings of public records. 


I must express grateful appreciation to the staff members who have worked 
so diligently to organize these inventories and prepare them for publication, 
especially the editor of the series, Peter Gillis, and the other editorial members of 
the Public Records Division's Publication Committee, Glenn Wright, Terry Cook, and 
Tom Hillman. 


W.I. Smith, 
Dominion Archivist 
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INTRODUCTION 


The records of Statistics Canada, and the agencies which preceded it date 
from 1825. They are divided into several series consisting of original census records; 
census returns and statistical registers; administrative files relating to the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics; and census forms and instructions. 


A brief administrative history of Statistics Canada and a description of the 
records in our custody follows. A list of all files is available in the Public Records 
Division. Additional census records may be found in the Records of the Privy 
Council Office (RG 2); Records of the Department of Agriculture (RG 17); Records 
of the Registrar General (RG 68); Provincial, Local and Territorial Records (MG 9); 
and Colonial Office Records (MG 11). 


Extent: 102.8 m. 


Suggested Citation: Public Archives of Canada, Statistics Canada, RG 31, Census 
Records, 1861, Reel C-1288, Kamouraska County, Canada 
East, 1861, fols. 159-194, St. Denis Parish. Subsequent 
citation: PAC, RG 31, Reel C-1288. 


Sandra G. Wright 
Thomas A. Hillman 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OUTLINE 


The following résumé outlines the historical development of Statistics Canada 
from the statistical enquiries of the French Régime to the present. 


Ecclesiastical records and the writings of Champlain provide vital 
statistics about the French colony in the seventeenth century. In 1666, 
the first systematic census of modern times was taken; from 1667 to the 
end of the French Régime, it was repeated no fewer than thirty-six 
times. After 1760 the number of statistical enquiries was less frequent. 


In Lower Canada, under provisions of an Act passed in 1795, priests and 
ministers were required to keep duplicate registers of all baptisms, 
marriages, and burials with birth and death dates included (35 Geo. III, 
chap. 4). 


In Upper Canada, the marriage act was revised with the addition of the 
provision that records had to be kept of the ceremony and sent to the 
Clerk of the Peace for the District (II Geo. IV, chap. 36). 


With the Union of the Canadas, legislation provided for the taking of a 
census in 1842 and every five years afterward (4-5 Vic., chap. 42). The 
Census of 1842 in Canada West was supplemented in 1844 by a Census in 
Canada East (7 Vic., chap. 24). 


The Executive Council for the Province of Canada recommended a new 
bill be prepared so that a census would be applicable to both sections of 
the province. A Board of Registration and Statistics, composed of the 
Receiver General, the Secretary of the Province, and the Inspector 
General was established. Under the direction of this body the census of 
Canada was taken in 1848 (10-11 Vic., chap. 14). 


An Act provided for the taking of a census in 1852, "then in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, and thereafter in every tenth year, 
and that better provision should be made for taking said census..." (14-15 
Vic., chap. 49). With this legislation the pattern for decennial census 
was set. 


By Order in Council, dated 20 February 1855, the Board of Registration 
and Statistics became part of the Bureau of Agriculture. 


Under Section 91 of the British North America Act responsibility for the 
census and statistics was. given to the Dominion Government (30-31 Vic., 
chap. 3, s.91, ss.3). In addition, provision was made for possible 
adjustment of provincial representation in the House of Commons after 
each decennial census (30-31 Vic., chap. 3, s.51). 
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"An Act for the organization of the Department of Agriculture" gave the 
newly created department authority over~ census and_ statistical 
operations (31 Vic., Chap. 53, s.5). This early attempt at centralization 
was somewhat negated by the tendency of other government departments 
to compile statistics relevant to their own operations. 


"An Act respecting the First Census” was assented to on 12 May 1870 (33 
Vic., chap. 21) and the first Dominion census was conducted in 1871 
under the direction of J.C. Taché who also headed the Census of 1881. 


The appointment of Dr. George Johnson as Chief Government 
Statistician marked the beginning of a comprehensive approach to 
statistics. Johnson established the annual Statistical Abstract and 
Records of Canada which became the Statistical Yearbook of Canada and 
later the Canada Yearbook. 


With the passage of the "Conciliation Act, 1900" collection of social 
statistics was formally recognized as a function incumbent on the 
Government. This Act established the Department of Labour which was 
to "collect, digest, and publish in suitable form statistical and other 
information relating to the conditions of labour..." in the Labour Gazette 
(63-64 Vic., chap. 24, s.10). 


The "Census and Statistics Act" of 1905 created a permanent census and 
statistics office (4-5 Edw.VII, chap. 5). 


"An Act respecting the Dominion Bureau of Statistics" was passed. A 
Dominion Statistician was appointed who received his instructions from 
the Minister of Trade and Commerce (8-9 Geo.V, chap. 43). 


The Act of 1918 was consolidated (RSC, 1927, chap. 190). 


New legislation replaced the Act of 1927 and for the first time the duties 
of the Dominion Statistician were defined as: 


a) To collect, compile, abstract, and publish statistical information 
relative to the commercial, industrial, provincial, social, economic, 
and general activities and condition of the people. 


b) To collaborate with all other departments of the government on the 
collection, compilation, and publication of statistical records of 
administration according to any regulation. 

red To take the census of Canada as provided in this Act. 

d) To organize a scheme of co-ordinated social and economic 
statistics pertaining to the whole of Canada and to each of the 


provinces thereof. 


(11-12 Geo.VI, 1948, chap. 45) 
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The Act of 1948 was consolidated (RSC, 1952, chap. 257). 


The Statistics Act of 1948 was amended to give greater powers to the 
Dominion Statistician and to enlarge definitions to sections within the 
Act (1-2 Eliz.II, chap. 18). 


The Dominion Bureau of Statistics was given departmental status (P.C. 
1965-69, 6 January 1965). 


The Statistics Act was consolidated (RSC, 1970, S-16). 


The Statistics Act of 1953 and the 1970 Consolidation were replaced by 
new legislation (19-20 Eliz.IIl, chap. 15). The Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics was given a new name, Statistics Canada. The functions of the 
new department were to compile, analyse, abstract, and publish 
statistical information on the economic and social life of Canada, and to 
conduct regularly a census of population, housing, merchandising, and 
agriculture at five year intervals. 


The Bureau underwent a substantial re-organization and as a result its 
responsibilities were realigned to include: business statistics; household 
and industrial statistics; economic account and integration; statistical 
service; marketing services; census; administration and policy; planning; 
and evaluation. 
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RECORD GROUP 31 
STATISTICS CANADA 
CENSUS DIVISION, 1825-1971 


CENSUS RECORDS, 1825-1871, 92.5 m (Vols. 1-1248, 1259-1275; microfilm, 
658 reels) 


This series consists of census records of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
Quebec, and Ontario, 1825 to 1871. Prior to 1851, the census records 
only listed heads of families. However, the decennial censuses of 1851, 
1861, and 1871 are nominal and list each individual with information on 
age, sex, country of birth, religion, ethnic origin, and occupation. A 
series of schedules are included in the 1871 census which provide 
information on mortality, public institutions, agriculture, manufacturing, 
shipping and fishing, forestry, and mining. 


To protect these valuable records, the original census manuscripts are 
closed to public use; microfilm copies are available. Published census 
check-lists indicating microfilm reel numbers for each town or township 
are available in the Public Records Division. All census records since 
1871 remain in the custody of Statistics Canada and are unavailable to 
researchers. 


CENSUS RETURNS, COMPILATIONS, AND STATISTICAL REGISTERS, 
1851-1924, 2.5 m (Vols. 1249-1251, 1253-1258, 1276-1299) 


This series consists of a variety of registers and ledgers as well as some 
partial returns for the censuses of 1891 and 1906. An incomplete set of 
registers provides names of census enumerators from 1851 to 1951. A 
few registers contain data on the nationality of homesteaders in the 
Northwest between 1891 and 1924. A file list maintained in the Division 
facilitates access to this material. 


CENSUS FORMS AND INSTRUCTIONS, 1847-1971, 7.1 m (Vols. 1252, 1307- 
1340) 


These records are a collection of specimen census forms, instructions to 
enumerators, descriptive lists of electoral districts, and census manuals 
for various years between 1847 and 1971. A detailed file list is available 
in the Division for this series. 


B. DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS, 1904-1963 
i. ADMINISTRATION FILES, 1904-1963, 70 cm (Vols. 1300-1306) 


This series consists of the administrative files of Herbert Marshall, 
Dominion Statistician from 1945 to 1956, and John T. Marshall, Assistant 
Dominion Statistician from 1942 to 1963. Included are files on a variety 
of subjects such as the investigation into Montreal merchants’ imports 
and exports in 1908; the draft report of the Subcommittee on Reserved 
Occupations, 1939; memoranda and correspondence on the status and 
salary of the Dominion Statistician, 1918 to 1933; material relating to 
the United Nations Population Commission, 1959; and work sheets for 
various Bureau reports. A list of these files is available in the Division. 
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